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Acknowledgement of 
Country

It is a privilege for the Melville Senior High School community to be on Whadjuk Noongar country since 1960.
We acknowledge the contributions of Aboriginal Australians to the education of all children and people in this country 
we all live in and share together.

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, the Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation and 
recognise their continuing connection to land, waters and sky and the spiritual rainbow serpent, the Wagyl.

We also acknowledge all other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people throughout this country, and pay our 
respects to Elders past and present.

Our Connection to Country
Willagee Boodjar continues to be spiritually important to the Whadjuk Noongar people. It is traditionally important as 
the ochre is particularly red and is a large breeding ground for weitj, emu.

The traditional people not only ate the weitj and their eggs when carefully blown, but the shell was carved and skins 

and feathers used for clothing and decorations. Utensils were also made from emu bones.
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INTRODUCTION

This handbook outlines the courses available to students at Melville Senior High School. The middle school 

program is designed to provide students with a broad and engaging education while supporting the 

development of their individual strengths, interests, and aspirations.

Across Years 7–10, students participate in a balanced curriculum that develops knowledge, skills, and 

understanding across all learning areas. Through a combination of compulsory subjects, elective courses, 

and specialist programs, students are encouraged to explore new interests, challenge themselves, and build 

confidence as learners.

As students progress through middle school, they are supported to develop independence, resilience, critical 

thinking, and effective communication skills. These experiences provide a strong foundation for senior school 

studies, future pathways, and lifelong learning.

Learning Area Hours per week

The Arts 4 hours

This includes Visual and Performing 

Arts including Dance, Drama, Music 

Appreciation, Visual Arts, Media Arts 

and Design for the whole year

English 4 hours

Health and Physical Education 2 to 4 hours

Humanities and Social Sciences 4 hours

Languages 2 hours
Choice of Chinese or Italian for the 

whole year

Mathematics 4 hours

Science 4 hours

Technologies 1 to 2 hours

This includes Design and Technologies 

and Digital Technologies. Courses 

include Materials Design, Fabulous 

Foods, Creative Textiles, and Digital 

Technology for the whole year

Note: Although course costs are listed, charges may vary due to unforeseen changes in curriculum delivery.

Specialist and School-based Programs 
Students can specialise in specific programs once accepted in:

•	 Academic Extension Course (AEC) 

•	 Aviation 

•	 Gifted and Talented Program (G&T) – Department of Education academic selection

•	 Graphic Design Media (GDM)

•	 Music in Focus (MiF)

•	 Netball

These programs are described in further detail in this guide. Selection into specialist programs is based on 

testing or interviews conducted during the first half of a calendar year. 
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ACADEMIC EXTENSION COURSE
School-based Program

The Academic Extension Course (AEC) provides a differentiated and challenging curriculum to meet the needs 

of students. 

Entry requirements or pre-requisites
Students are selected through a school-based process for Year 7 to 10 students. Students are identified by 

a combination of school grades and NAPLAN test results. Ongoing inclusion in AEC requires high academic 

achievement of an A or B grade average, and a strong level of commitment, participation, attitude and 

achievement.

How is the course structured?
The Academic Extension Course is designed so that students are given every opportunity to optimise their 

areas of talent. Students may be selected across all four learning areas, or Mathematics and Science, or English 

and HaSS.

Students are involved in developing higher-order strategies, problem-solving skills, and creative thinking.

For more information and entry requirements visit the Academic Extension Course webpage.

Melville Senior High School is one of 14 public secondary metropolitan schools to offer a Gifted and Talented 

Selective Entrance Academic Program. A key feature of the Gifted and Talented program at Melville Senior 

High School is the extension, enrichment and extracurricular activities.

Entry requirements or pre-requisites 
Entry to the Gifted and Talented Selective Entrance Academic Program is based on results of the Department 

of Education’s Academic Selective Entrance Test (ASET). Testing for the program is also available in Year 9, 10 

and 11. 

Students are challenged through extended learning and enrichment opportunities in Maths, English, Science 

and the Humanities (MESH) learning areas.

In the classroom, Gifted and Talented students are extended through investigations, cross-curricular concepts, 

critical thinking and using information to create and explore relationships. Gifted and Talented excursions, 

outreach workshops, programs with universities, team-building camps, state and national competitions 

provide further opportunities. Our experienced Gifted and Talented team support students in their social and 

emotional development as young adolescents and provide them with the best opportunities in their academic 

journey.

For more information and testing dates visit the Department of Education Gifted and Talented Program website 

or Gifted and Talented Program webpage.

GIFTED AND TALENTED
Selective Academic Program
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AVIATION
Approved Specialist Program

COURSE INFORMATION								        YEAR COST     $158.00

+ additional flight training, licences or booklist items

Entry requirements or pre-requisites 
Entry to the Aviation Approved Specialist Program is only available to students selected via submisson of a 

Specialist Program Application, testing, or interview with the Aviation Teacher-in-Charge. 

Basically Drones (UAVs)
An introduction to Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, rules and regulations governing their use and the safety aspects 

of flying drones. Students will learn the basics of drone operation and practise all associated flight manoeuvres, 

leading to the creation of a high-quality video presentation. They will keep an RPA Pilot’s Logbook to log their 

hours which will lead into the Year 10 Drone Licence Course.

Power to Fly
This topic covers the components, method of operation and associated systems of piston and reaction 

engines used to power aircraft. This includes:

•	 Piston engines

•	 Propellers

•	 Reaction engines

•	 Unconventional engines.

Aircraft at War
This topic describes how the aeroplane has been employed as a weapon of war from its invention to the 

present day. This includes:

•	 Bombers 

•	 Fighters

•	 Helicopters

•	 Transports

•	 Wartime patrol aircraft.

Human Factors In Aviation
This topic examines the human element of aviation and how it integrates with the aircraft itself. It addresses 

many human factors that have led to aircraft accidents and incidents. This includes:

•	 Accident analysis

•	 Common causes of aviation accidents

•	 Crew management.

For application information visit the Aviation Specialist Program webpage.
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GRAPHIC DESIGN MEDIA
Approved Specialist Program

COURSE INFORMATION								        YEAR COST     $130.00

+ booklist item

Graphic Design Media (GDM) covers a variety of contexts from different areas of Design, Media and Visual Art

Entry requirements and pre-requisites
Entry into the Year 9 GDM program is available through two pathways, subject to available places:

1.	 Successful completion of the Year 8 GDM program: students who complete Year 8 GDM with satisfactory 

results are eligible to continue into the program.

OR

2.	 Application process: students entering from outside the program must submit a digital portfolio and attend 

an interview with the GDM Teacher-in-Charge. All applicants are considered based on creative potential, 

interest in design and media, and ability to engage in project-based learning.

Core curriculum (4 hours per week in class)
The program includes learning from Visual Arts and Media Arts with cross-curricular enrichment from Science, 

Mathematics, Technologies and English. The program runs sequentially from Year 7 to Year 10, and typically 

provides projects that develop different aspects of a student’s skills and knowledge and their application of the 

design process.

In Year 9, projects focus on illustration, concept art, and visual storytelling, with increasing independence and 

depth in both process and production.

Co-curriculum
At the heart of the program are the professional masterclass workshops. These masterclasses enable our 

students to work with industry and university professionals in Design, Media and Technology and showcase the 

career pathways available to students interested in these creative industries.

Afterhours
GDM students are expected to spend time out of class practising skills, extending classwork and completing 

unfinished tasks. This will include activities such as independent research, skills practice, and developing 

creative work outside of class time.

Support
The Graphic Design Media program is underpinned by a dynamic support group of parents and carers that 

contributes to the program’s richness through direct assistance and fundraising activities.

For application information visit the Graphic Design Media Specialist Program webpage.
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NETBALL
Approved Specialist Program

COURSE INFORMATION								        YEAR COST     $180.00

Entry requirements and pre-requisites
Successful completion of the Year 8 Netball program or completion of the Specialist Program application 

process, including netball trials and interview with the Teacher-in-Charge. 

What makes the Specialist Netball Program unique?
Students participate in four netball lessons each week with a key focus on developing individual and team 

skills, game strategies, and overall performance on the court. The program also develops students’ teamwork 

and communication skills through a variety of collaborative activities. Students gain a deeper understanding 

of netball through topics such as nutrition and performance, training and recovery, game strategies, coaching, 

and umpiring, helping them improve their performance and broaden their understanding of the sport.

How does the program provide challenge and support individual growth?
Developed in consultation with Netball WA, the program complements students’ club training and playing 

experience. Students follow individual development plans, allowing them to monitor their progress and set 

goals throughout the course.

Students are encouraged to develop versatility by playing a range of positions while also refining areas of 

specialisation. They learn and apply coaching, umpiring, and team management skills, both within the program 

and in their club environments. Assessment includes practical tasks that demonstrate these skills alongside 

their on-court performance.

What are the anticipated student outcomes and achievement at various levels, such as local, state and 
national levels of recognition?

Outcomes are as follows:

Year 7 •	 Rules of the game

•	 Foundation Netball Skills

Year 10 •	 Netball Australia Foundation Coaching course

•	 Ability to coach, manage and umpire games Years 10 to 12

Year 8 •	 Introduction to Umpiring

•	 Nutrition for Performance

Year 11 

and 12

•	 Ability to organise all aspects of a netball carnival Year 11 and 12

•	 Sport Coaching Certificate: netball-specific course Year 11 and 12

•	 Edith Cowan University Short Course: Introduction to sport science.
Year 9 •	 Netball Australia 

Foundation Umpiring

•	 Umpiring primary school 

tournaments

For application information visit the Netball Specialist Program webpage.
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MUSIC IN FOCUS 
School-based Program

COURSE INFORMATION								        YEAR COST     $120.00

+ instrument hire (if applicable) and booklist items

Students accepted into MiF are enrolled into one of two MiF streams depending on enrolment in other 

specialist programs. Curriculum content is the same for both streams with differentiated delivery and 

assessment. 

•	 MiF1 – four hours per week in class (for students enrolled only in MiF specialist program or MiF + Aviation) + 

IMSS lessons + band/s or ensemble/s + MiF enrichment activities.

•	 MiF2 – two hours per week in class (for students enrolled in double specialist program, e.g. MiF + GDM, or 

MiF + Netball) + IMSS lessons + band/s or ensemble/s + MiF enrichment activities.

MiF is a four-year program, designed for passionate students wishing to extend their knowledge and 

performance abilities in music. It is also to prepare students for a career pathway in the music industry and for 

tertiary study at university.

Entry requirements and pre-requisites
Successful completion of the Year 8 Music in Focus program or completion of the application process, an 

audition and interview.

Students are selected based on availability of places, audition and interview. Exceptional circumstances and 

transfers from other schools will be considered if places are available.

Core curriculum (four hours per week in class)
Similar to the other specialist programs offered at Melville Senior High School, MiF is a timetabled class which 

takes the place of one (MiF2 – two hours per week) to two (MiF1 – four hours per week) elective course on a 

student’s timetable).

Class curriculum covers topics from a range of styles and genres, aural skills, theory and composition, 

responding to and critiquing performances, and in-class band performance and rehearsal.

Co-curriculum
Instrumental lessons: Instrumental Music School Services (IMSS) provide instrumental lessons free of charge 

to students selected for the Music in Focus Program or who are continuing IMSS lessons from primary school. 

Lessons are available in Voice, Classical Guitar, Electric Guitar, Bass Guitar, Percussion, Brass, Saxophone, 

Clarinet and Flute. 

 

Students continue their IMSS lessons throughout their enrolment in the MiF program. This part of the student’s 

program provides opportunities for the extension and practical application of learning. Students receiving 

private music tuition are required to attend weekly lessons outside of school for the duration of the program.

Ensembles and bands: MiF students attend a weekly rehearsal for one of our school-based or IMSS ensembles. 

These rehearsals may be before or after school. This fulfils the ensemble requirement of the MiF and IMSS 

course. 
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Extra curriculum
Students are provided with opportunities to enrich learning through camps, tours, workshops and various 

public performance opportunities.

In addition, students:

•	 Attend weekly IMSS lessons or private instrument tutoring

•	 Engage in music masterclasses led by industry professionals 

•	 Participate in a weekly ensemble class before or after school

•	 Perform regularly at school and IMSS music events throughout the school year.

After-hours
Students are expected to spend time out of class practising skills and/or extending classwork.

In addition to regular instrumental practice, students are encouraged to complete activities such as:

•	 Ensemble repertoire practice

•	 Instrumental practice

•	 Online aural and theory tasks

•	 Set works study. 

The following ensembles and bands have after-hours rehearsal commitments:
•	 Classical Guitar Ensembles (Years 7-12)

•	 Intermediate Concert Band (Years 7-9)

•	 Senior Concert Band (Years 9-12)

•	 Contemporary Guitar Ensembles (Years 8-12)

•	 Melville VOX (Choir)

•	 Swing band (invitation only).

Support
The Music in Focus program is underpinned by a dynamic parent support group that contributes to the 

program’s richness through direct assistance, participation in extra-curricular events and coordinating 

fundraising activities.

For application information visit the Music in Focus Program webpage.



8

Melville Senior High School

ARTS

In the Arts learning area, students develop creative skills, critical appreciation and knowledge of artistic 

techniques and technologies in Dance, Design, Drama, Media Arts, Music and Visual Arts. The Arts develop 

students’ sense of personal and cultural identity while equipping them for lifelong involvement in and 

appreciation of the Arts.

The Arts curriculum is divided into two distinct but related areas:

•	 Performing Arts: students undertake Dance, Drama or Music contexts

•	 Visual Arts: students undertake Design, Media Arts or Visual Arts contexts

The table provided shows the Arts courses offered in the Visual and Performing Arts, and represents the 

progression through various Arts courses into Senior School.

In Year 9, students can undertake Performing Arts and Visual Arts studies over the academic year. Selections 

should be based on personal interest and, significantly, aspiration for senior school courses.

Pathways

Contexts Performing Arts
Select 
entry

Year-long
Visual Arts

Select 
entry

Year-long

Year 9 
Semester 
Courses

Dance Drama
Music 

Appreciation Music in 

Focus 

(MiF)

Design
Media 

Arts

Visual 

Art 

(Exp.)

Visual 

Art 

(Insp.) Graphic 

Design 

MediaYear 10 
Year Courses

Dance Drama

Certificate II 

in Music

(off-grid)

Design 
Media 

Arts

Visual 

Art 

(Exp.)

Visual 

Art 

(Insp.)

Year 11 and 
12

Certificate II in 

Dance

Music ATAR 

Certificate III

in Music

Design ATAR

Media Production & Analysis ATAR

Visual Art ATAR

Design General

Media Production & Analysis General

Certificate III in Screen and Media

Certificate III in Visual Art

Certificate II in Creative Industries (Live Production)

Performing Arts

DANCE										         SEMESTER COST     $15.00

This course allows students to develop their understanding of basic dance skills, techniques and processes 

through movement, improvisation and choreography. Dance genres may include contemporary or hip-hop. 

Students participate in practical workshops where they learn about various styles, movements and genres in a 

creative and safe environment. These lead to performances in class, at showcases, performing arts festivals, or 

other parts of the school’s performance program.
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DRAMA										         SEMESTER COST     $15.00

This course allows students to develop their understanding of basic skills, techniques and processes in 

various aspects of Drama. Students will develop their knowledge of narrative, voice, movement, performance 

and stage design elements through practical exercises in a creative and safe environment. These lead to 

performances in class, at showcases, performing arts festivals, or other parts of the school’s performance 

program.

MUSIC APPRECIATION								         SEMESTER COST     $15.00

This course hones student understanding of musical concepts and techniques, and improves students’ general 

musicianship. They will participate in activities that refine their understanding of musical elements, style and 

genre, musical instruments and performance. Students will demonstrate practical skills and processes in 

performing, recording and producing music.

Visual Arts

DESIGN									         SEMESTER COST     $15.00

This course develops students’ understanding of the basic ideas, concepts and skills in Graphics and 

Photography. Students view, deconstruct and respond to different examples of the two disciplines and, in 

doing so, learn essential language and terminology.

They learn to communicate to an intended audience by creating work that may include CD and record 

covers, magazines, cartoons, illustrations, desktop publishing and posters. Students do this using a variety 

of printmaking and photographic techniques to develop their skills in design, illustration, photography, and 

industry-standard software.

MEDIA ARTS									         SEMESTER COST     $15.00

This course consolidates students’ understanding of key Media Arts concepts and skills. Students view, analyse 

and respond to examples of different media works and learn the language and terminology of media.

In addition, students work independently and/or collaboratively to create their own complex media works that 

may include audio-visual media work, static or print media work, interactive media work, or animated media 

work. They also continue developing their skills using current media production technologies and industry-

standard production software.

VISUAL ART (EXPLORATIONS, SCULPTURAL)					     SEMESTER COST     $50.00

In this course, students explore ideas about a given theme and art style by selecting and applying elements, 

principles and artistic conventions to arrive at visual solutions. Their explorations are documented using various 

media, materials and techniques. Critical analysis skills are developed by viewing and interpreting artworks and 

expressing considered personal responses.

VISUAL ARTS (INSPIRATIONS, DRAWING/PAINTING)				    SEMESTER COST     $50.00

In this course, students explore ideas and inspirations about a given theme and style, using a variety of Visual 

Art materials, techniques and media. Critical analysis skills are developed by viewing and interpreting artworks 

and expressing considered personal responses.
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Pathways

Year 9 
to 10

English 

mainstream

Academic 

Extension 

Course

Gifted and 

Talented

English as 

a Second 

Language

Year 11 
and 12

English ATAR

Literature ATAR

English General

English ATAR

Literature ATAR

English ATAR

Literature ATAR

English as an 

Additional 

Language or 

Dialect  

(EALD)

English ATAR

English General

ENGLISH										          YEAR COST     $25.00                                                                                                                      

ENGLISH (Gifted and Talented)								        YEAR COST     $60.00                                                                                                                      

Students will develop their skills in reading, viewing, writing, speaking, listening, and creating a wide range of 

texts. Through the study of literature, language, and literacy, students will explore how texts communicate 

ideas, influence audiences, and reflect different perspectives and experiences.

Throughout the year, students will engage with a variety of fiction, non-fiction, and multimodal texts. They 

will analyse and interpret texts, respond critically to ideas and themes, and create their own written, spoken, 

and visual texts for different purposes and audiences. Students will further develop their vocabulary, 

comprehension, communication, and critical thinking skills while refining their ability to write effectively across 

a range of genres.

Students will also have opportunities to strengthen the literacy skills assessed through NAPLAN. Preparation 

will focus on developing confidence in reading, writing, language conventions, and test-taking strategies, 

supporting students to demonstrate their skills effectively.

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EALD)					     YEAR COST     $25.00                                                                                                                      

English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD) supports students whose first language or dialect is not 

Standard Australian English. The program is designed to develop students’ confidence and proficiency in 

speaking, listening, reading, viewing, and writing across a range of texts and learning contexts.

Students strengthen their English language skills through explicit instruction in vocabulary, grammar, 

communication, comprehension, and text construction. Learning experiences are designed to support success 

across all subject areas while helping students engage effectively with the academic and social demands of 

school.

Student progress is monitored through the four language modes of speaking, listening, reading/viewing, and 

writing. The program supports students to develop the literacy skills required for assessments such as NAPLAN 

and provides a strong foundation for future senior secondary studies, including English as an Additional 

Language or Dialect in Years 11 and 12.

ENGLISH
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Health and Physical Education learning area outcomes are linked to the progressive development of a healthy, 

active lifestyle for students. Students progress throughout their schooling to achieve higher levels of skills 

and knowledge about influences that enable the attainment of healthy, active lifestyles. Students also utilise 

time in Health and Physical Education to develop self-management skills based on informed decision-making. 

Central to the ongoing education of each student is the development of interpersonal skills for establishing 

and maintaining effective relationships in life.

Outcomes linked with Health and Physical Education are predominantly addressed through learning in such 

areas as Health Education, Physical Education, Outdoor Education, Recreation, Sport and Dance.

Pathways

Compulsory Physical Education Selection
Specialist 
Program

Year
9

Health 

Education
Physical Education

Advanced Physical 

Education Extension 

(APEx)
Netball

Year
10

Health 

Education

Physical Education

and Recreation

Outdoor 

Education

Advanced Physical 

Education Extension 

(APEx)

Year 11 
and 12

Health 

Education 

ATAR and 

General

Physical Education 

ATAR and General

Outdoor 

Education 

General

Certificate III in 

Sport, Aquatics and 

Recreation

Certificate 

II  in Sport 

Coachzing 

(Specialised 

Netball 

Pathway)

HEALTH EDUCATION									         YEAR COST     $16.00

Students take into consideration the influence of external factors on their ability to make safe and informed 

choices, which may impact their capacity to achieve a healthy lifestyle. They continue to develop knowledge, 

skills and understandings in relation to respectful relationships, with a focus on skills that promote positive 

interactions and resolving conflict. Students examine effective strategies that may be implemented in 

situations where the giving or denying of consent is required.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION		 							       YEAR COST     $21.00

Students focus on elements of speed and accuracy in different movement environments, while continuing 

to develop the efficiency of movement skills. They explore ways to evaluate performances, through analysis 

of skills and movement, and measure a number of the body’s responses to physical activities. They transfer 

previous knowledge of outcomes in movement situations to inform and refine skills, strategies and tactics 

to maximise success. Opportunities are provided for students to refine and consolidate skills and strategies 

for effective leadership and teamwork and consistently apply ethical behaviour across a range of movement 

contexts.̀

ADVANCED PHYSICAL EDUCATION EXTENSION (APEx)					    YEAR COST     $50.00

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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Students who select this subject will also participate in a selection of sports from the mainstream Year 9 PE.

Students may elect to participate in this class instead of the mainstream Physical Education class.

This elective Physical Education Extension course is designed for students who wish to challenge themselves 

beyond the mainstream Physical Education program. It provides an enriched learning environment focused 

on refining and extending movement skills, applying advanced techniques, and developing strategic and 

tactical understanding across a range of physical activity contexts. These skills are further enhanced through 

opportunities to develop leadership and interpersonal skills, enabling students to communicate effectively, 

collaborate with others, and contribute positively to team and learning environments.

This subject is suited to students with a genuine interest in extending their strategic and tactical understanding 

across a range of physical activity contexts, who demonstrate high levels of engagement and self 

management, and seek to further develop their interpersonal and leadership capabilities.

Students who select this subject will participate in selected team-based sporting activities from the 

mainstream Year 9 PE program to enhance their fitness, physical skills and teamwork skills.

Some of the activities in this subject could include:

•	 Underwater hockey, water polo and other aquatic activities

•	 Group fitness sessions, classes and circuits (including CrossFit)

•	 Specific event training and technique development in swimming and athletics.

•	 Aquatic aerobics and fun pool-based activities

•	 Cycling and group fitness such as circuits and fitness classes such as yoga 

•	 Event-specific training in athletics and swimming

•	 Mini-triathlon and mini-biathlons

•	 Personal fitness programming and conditioning

•	 Run, swim, board paddle activities using the school pool

•	 Selected sports from the Year 8 Physical Education program.

Students who select this class will still be provided with an opportunity to engage in some of the sports 

covered in the mainstream PE program to improve fitness, physical skills and teamwork skills.

Pathways

Year 9 to 10 Semester 1 and 2 Humanities and Social Sciences, 4 hours per week

Year 11 
and 12

Accounting and 

Finance ATAR
Economics ATAR Geography ATAR Modern History ATAR

Psychology ATAR
Careers and 

Employability

Certificate II in Work 

Skills General
Psychology General

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
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HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES							       YEAR COST     $25.00

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES (Gifted and Talented)				    YEAR COST     $60.00

Humanities is a dynamic and engaging subject that combines all learning areas and helps students develop a 

lifelong curiosity about the world. In Year 9, students have the opportunity to participate in a range of engaging 

learning experiences, including excursions, that allow them to apply their classroom knowledge to real-world 

contexts. Students undertake several Western Australian Curriculum subjects.

Humanities and Social Sciences provides transferable skills necessary to navigate changing circumstances in 

contemporary society.

In Geography, students investigate the concept of biomes and food security, examining why some countries 

experience food shortages while others produce a food surplus. They explore the effects of anticipated 

population growth on global food production and evaluate the capacity of Australia and the world to achieve 

food security. The Geographies of Interconnection unit examines how transportation and communication 

technologies connect people to services, information, and other places.

In History, students investigate Australia from 1750 to 1914, focusing on the impact of European colonisation 

on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, as well as the development of Australian society, economy, 

and identity. Students explore key events and experiences that shaped the nation, examining different 

perspectives and the significance of these developments over time. This may include consideration of 

Australia’s involvement in World War I and how it contributed to emerging national identity. Students continue 

to develop skills in analysing primary and secondary sources, identifying perspectives, and constructing 

evidence-based interpretations.

In Economics and Business, students examine Australia’s place in the global economy and investigate the 

roles of key participants, including consumers, businesses, workers, and government. They explore how these 

participants interact within markets and consider how global events influence economic activity. Students also 

examine economic opportunities, including the role of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander businesses and 

enterprise in contributing to the Australian economy.

In Civics and Citizenship, students study democratic rights and responsibilities, examining the role of political 

parties in Australia’s system of government, including the formation of government. They investigate how 

political parties and media influence citizens’ ideas and choices during elections. Students also examine how 

courts interpret and apply the law, resolve disputes, and shape legal outcomes through the use of precedents.

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES (EALD)						      YEAR COST     $25.00 

English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD) Humanities and Social Sciences (HaSS) is a flexible 

instruction program for language and literacy development designed to assist students whose first language 

is not English. EALD classes are formed as required. Students new to the Australian context are encouraged to 

check their eligibility upon enrolment.

EALD is not a modified mainstream HaSS course, but focuses on improving oral and written language skills 

across various HaSS subject area.
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Students are encouraged to continue language studies in Year 9 and beyond as this will equip them with 

lifelong learning skills such as improved memory, problem-solving and critical-thinking skills, enhanced 

concentration, multitasking ability, and better listening skills.

Learning a language is the best way to learn about cultures and societies other than our own and to help us see 

the world from another perspective. It also makes us go back to language basics, helping us to strengthen our 

understanding and literacy skills in our first language and making us more adaptable to our social and working 

environments.

Languages make us think about how we learn and memorise facts and information, which we can apply to any 

other learning area. Learning a language provides excellent opportunities for those intending to pursue a career 

in the defence forces, hospitality, tourism, fashion, education and government agencies, among other sectors.

Pathways

Year 9 
to 10

Chinese Italian

Year 11 
and 12

Chinese (First Language) ATAR*

Chinese (Background Language) ATAR

Chinese (Second Language) ATAR*

Chinese (Second Language) General*

Certificate II in Applied Language (Chinese)

Certificate III in Applied Language (Chinese)

Italian (Background Language) ATAR

Italian (Second Language) ATAR*

Italian (Second Language) General*

Certificate II in Applied Language (Italian)

Certificate III in Applied Language (Italian)

Languages are two hours per week. Compulsory year length courses continue from Year 8.

CHINESE										          YEAR COST     $20.00

In Year 9 Chinese, students extend their communication skills by exploring Chinese culture in greater depth, 

including regions, traditions, food and lifestyle. They participate in more sustained interactions, collaborating 

with others to share ideas, plan activities and express opinions. Students engage with a variety of authentic 

texts, such as articles, advertisements and multimedia sources, to gather and interpret information. They 

create more detailed and structured texts, using an increasing range of vocabulary and grammatical features. 

Students also deepen their understanding of how language choices reflect cultural values and how meaning is 

shaped in different contexts.

ITALIAN										          YEAR COST     $20.00

In Year 9 Italian, students extend their communication skills by exploring Italian culture in greater depth, 

including regions, traditions, food and lifestyle. They participate in more sustained interactions, collaborating 

with others to share ideas, plan activities and express opinions. Students engage with a variety of authentic 

texts, such as articles, advertisements and multimedia sources, to gather and interpret information. They 

create more detailed and structured texts, using an increasing range of vocabulary and grammatical features. 

Students also deepen their understanding of how language choices reflect cultural values and how meaning is 

shaped in different contexts.

LANGUAGES
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MATHEMATICS

Pathways

Year 9 to 10 Semester 1 and 2 Mathematics, 4 hours per week

Year 11 and 12
Mathematics 

Specialist

Mathematics 

Methods

Mathematics 

Applications

Mathematics 

Essential (General)

MATHEMATICS										         YEAR COST     $24.00

MATHEMATICS (Gifted and Talented)							       YEAR COST     $60.00

At Year 9 level:
•	 Understanding includes describing the relationship between graphs and equations, simplifying a range 

of algebraic expressions and explaining the use of relative frequencies to estimate probabilities and 

trigonometric ratios for right-angle triangles.

•	 Fluency includes applying the index laws to expressions with integer indices, expressing numbers in 

scientific notation, listing outcomes for experiments, developing familiarity with calculations involving the 

Cartesian plane and calculating areas of shapes and surface areas of prisms.

•	 Problem-solving includes formulating and modelling practical situations involving surface areas and 

volumes of right prisms, applying ratio and scale factors to similar figures, solving problems involving right-

angle trigonometry and collecting data from secondary sources to investigate an issue.

•	 Reasoning includes following mathematical arguments, evaluating media reports and using statistical 

knowledge to clarify situations, developing strategies in investigating similarity and sketching linear graphs.

Semester 1 and Semester 2
Movements may occur at the end of Semester 1 based on student results.

1.	 Pathway 1 – For more able students. Studies are completed with greater depth and breadth for 

understanding. Enrichment activities are provided to motivate and develop high-level thinking skills.

2.	 Pathway 2 – Mainstream course where students are given opportunities to achieve success and develop 

their mathematical skills.

3.	 Pathway 3 – Students requiring extra assistance in a smaller group setting with more practical learning 

activities.

Gifted and Talented students complete the mainstream course but are exposed to problems and activities 

requiring higher-level thinking. Students compete in the Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge and the 

Australian Mathematics Competition each year.

Assessment
Students in Mathematics receive a Learning Area grade (A, B, C, D or E) and also an assigned Pathway grade (A, 

B, C, D or E). Learning Area grades are based on comparisons with the entire Year 9 cohort, whereas Pathway 

grades are determined by student progress within their path of study. They are also expected to complete 

NAPLAN testing in Term 1.

Note: Students complete work to a different level and at different rates, but all based on the Year 9 curriculum. 

For example:

 (i) a student in Pathway 2 may receive a Learning Area grade of  C and a Pathway grade of B. 

(ii) Another student in Pathway 1 may receive a Learning Area grade of A but a Pathway grade of C if they are 

completing the Pathway 1 course at a satisfactory level compared with other students in this pathway.
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MATHEMATICS (EALD)									         YEAR COST     $24.00

English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD) Mathematics is a flexible instruction program for language 

and literacy development designed to assist students whose first language is not English. EALD classes are 

formed as required. Students new to the Australian context are encouraged to check their eligibility upon 

enrolment.

English as an Additional Language or Dialect is not a modified mainstream Mathematics course, but focuses on 

improving oral and written language skills across various Mathematics subject area content.

Consider the following requiresments as students transition into Year 10:

Course Pre-requisite

Mathematics Specialist
A grade in Year 10 Mathematics Pathway 1, teacher recommendation & 

enrolled in Mathematics Methods

Mathematics Methods
A grade in Year 10 Mathematics Pathway 1 and teacher 

recommendation

Mathematics Applications B grade or higher in Year 10 Mathematics Pathway 2 or higher

Mathematics Essential  

(General course)

Interest in mathematics and the appropriate work ethic

For more information, refer to the Mathematics booklet on our website.

Pathways

Year 9 to 10 Semester 1 and 2 Science, 4 hours per week

Year 11 and 12 Biology ATAR
Chemistry 

ATAR

Human 

Biology ATAR
Physics ATAR

Science in 

Practice 

(General)

SCIENCE										          YEAR COST     $34.00

SCIENCE (Gifted and Talented)								        YEAR COST     $60.00

All Year 9 students study Science for four hours per week. Across the year, students learn in Physics, Chemistry, 

Biology and Earth & Space Science, while further developing laboratory and investigation skills. Science 

Inquiry is embedded throughout the course: students ask testable questions, plan safe and fair investigations 

(including controlling variables), collect accurate data, analyse results using graphs and digital tools, draw 

evidence-based conclusions, and communicate findings clearly.

In Physics, students examine how energy transfers through different media using wave and particle models. 

They study wave properties (including sound and light) and link wave behaviour to everyday applications and 

technologies that use electromagnetic radiation. 

In Biology, students extend their understanding of ecosystems by examining interactions between organisms 

(predator–prey, competition, parasites, pollination and disease) and factors that influence population size and 

SCIENCE
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ecosystem stability, such as habitat change and introduced species. They also get ‘hands on’ as they explore 

various ecological sampling techniques. Students will explore how plants and animals possess structural, 

behavioural, and physiological adaptations that enable them to survive and reproduce in their specific 

environments. They will also investigate how organisms respond to environmental changes through various 

mechanisms, ensuring survival despite shifting conditions.

In Chemistry, students investigate chemical reactions by identifying reactants and products, describing 

reactions as a rearrangement of atoms, using word and formulae equations, and applying conservation of mass. 

They develop their understanding of atomic structure and using this understanding they learn how different 

compounds are formed. Students examine key reaction types, including acids reacting with metals, bases and 

carbonates, combustion and oxidation, and classify reactions as exothermic or endothermic. Following this 

they further explore atomic structure and how this understanding applies to isotopes and radioactivity (alpha, 

beta and gamma).

In Earth and Space Science, students investigate how interactions within and between Earth’s spheres affect 

the carbon cycle, water cycle and global climate in a research-based manner. They also learn how human 

impact is impacting the balance of these systems. 

With the exception of Gifted and Talented, Year 9 Science classes follow the same teaching program and 

complete common assessments. Learning activities are differentiated to support individual student needs, 

ensuring all learners are appropriately supported and challenged. Gifted and Talented students will engage with 

the same curriculum, but in a different way allowing for increased opportunity for extension and project-based 

learning.

Students planning to attempt ATAR Science in Years 11 and 12 should aim for a ‘B’ grade in Semester 2 Year 9 

Science to support entry into higher pathway Science classes in Year 10.

FORENSIC SCIENCE (ELECTIVE)							       YEAR COST     $140.00

In this elective, students will explore the application of scientific principles in solving crimes. Forensic Science 

integrates biology, chemistry, and physics to assist investigators in analysing crime scenes and identifying 

perpetrators. Throughout the course, students will learn both historical and contemporary techniques used in 

forensic investigations. Additionally, students will have the opportunity to undertake a STEM project, applying 

the concepts and methods learned during the course.

All Year 9 Science classes complete the same teaching programs and common assessments. Classes are 

differentiated to support the individual student learner.

Students planning to attempt ATAR science courses in Years 11 and 12 should aim for a ‘B’ grade in the second 

semester Year 9 Science course. This will ensure they will be placed into the higher pathway science classes in 

Year 10 that are essential for the upper school courses.

TECHNOLOGIES

In Design and Technology students learn about technologies and societies through different technologies 

contexts. Society needs enterprising students who can make discerning decisions about developing and 

using technologies, develop solutions to complex challenges and contribute to sustainable living patterns. 

Technologies can be critical in transforming, restoring and sustaining societies and natural, managed and 

constructed environments. In Digital Technologies, students develop an understanding of the characteristics 

of data, digital systems, audiences, procedures and computational thinking.
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The Technologies curriculum is Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) focused and 

divided into two distinct but related courses.

1.	 Design and Technology students learn the subjects of Woodwork, Mixed Materials, Food and Nutrition, 

and Textiles, in the contexts of Materials Engineering and Engineering principles and systems.

2.	 Digital Technologies students learn Digital Technologies in the contexts of Digital Engineering and 

Digital Technologies.

The table below represents the progression through various Technologies courses into Senior School. Whilst 

advantageous, Senior School courses do not require previous experience in Middle School.

In Year 9, students can study Design and Technologies and Digital Technologies each semester. Selections 

should be based on personal interest and, importantly, aspiration for senior school courses.

Pathways

Contexts Design and Technologies
Digital 

Technologies
Specialist 
Program

Year 9
Materials 

Design & 

Technology

Food for 

Health

Clothing and 

Textile Design
Engineering

Digital 

Technologies: 

Pit to Pixel

Aviation

Year 10
Materials 

Design & 

Technology

Food 

Technology

Clothing and 

Textile Design
Engineering

Digital 

TechnologiesChildcare 

Essentials

Year 11 
and 12

Materials Design 

& Tech (Wood) 

General

 Building and 

Construction 

General

Certificate II in 

Engineering

Food Science 

and Technology 

General

Children, 

Family and the 

Community 

General

Certificate II in 

Engineering

Aviation 

General

Design and Technologies

MATERIALS DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY					     SEMESTER COST     $60.00

In Materials Design, students develop their understanding of a range of materials, including timbers, plastics 

and metals. Students will make various small projects using hand and power tools and some machines and 

engage with computer-aided design and machining. They will begin to apply the technology process by 

researching solutions to design problems.

FOOD FOR HEALTH								        SEMESTER COST     $60.00

The focus of this course is the exploration of food science, technology and nutrition. Students will produce 

more complex recipes and participate in food design challenges that allow them to demonstrate their food 

preparation skills in the kitchen effectively. Students will have the knowledge and skills to make healthy 

and sustainable food choices. The course also explores the properties of food, product development, food 

marketing and technology applications in food.
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CLOTHING AND TEXTILE DESIGN						      SEMESTER COST     $60.00

Students learn about current fashion trends and sustainability and use various design techniques to create 

textile items that both look and feel good in this course. They will learn how to use a sewing machine as they 

apply their creative skills, individually and collaboratively, to create different textile items.

Note: If students wish to vary or extend their projects, they may need to provide or pay for the extra materials.

ENGINEERING									         SEMESTER COST     $60.00

Design, build, test, and compete.  Students dive into the foundations of engineering through practical, 

workshop based projects that bring STEM concepts to life. They learn engineering principles, solder electronic 

circuits, prototype mechanisms, and explore vehicles in motion through small scale builds and challenges. With 

a strong focus on teamwork and creativity, students take part in STEM competitions that push them to refine 

ideas, troubleshoot problems, and engineer solutions that actually work.

Digital Technologies

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES: PIT TO PIXEL						      SEMESTER COST     $20.00

Explore how raw data becomes digital experiences.  Students follow the journey from the mining pit—where 

critical minerals are extracted—to the pixel on a screen, discovering how resources, hardware, and software 

all connect. Through hands on activities in coding, data visualisation, digital systems, and real world problem 

solving, students learn how modern technologies are designed, built, and powered. This course blends 

creativity with technical skill, giving students a deeper understanding of the digital world they use every day. 
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